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Study abroad programs can be transformational experiences.

Learning law from a genuinely international perspective was an

Benefits of studying abroad can include expanding worldviews,

amazing experience. I appreciated getting an understanding of

changing perspectives and increasing self-reliance.

how the rest of the world views some of the laws and concepts

Since 1974, OU Law students have been traveling to England
to study at Oxford University during the five-week program
sponsored by the College of Law. Hundreds of students have
had life-changing experiences through study, travel and
camaraderie while participating in the Oxford Summer Program.
This year OU Law launched a new study abroad experience, the
Chinese Law Summer Program. Nine students participated in the
inaugural year for the program hosted by Renmin University of
China Law School in Beijing.
Two members of the Class of 2012 took the study abroad

that we, as American law students, take for granted as being
customary. Realizing some of our laws and perspectives are not
universally accepted was quite eye-opening. Many discussions in
and out of the classroom were open and enlightening.
As for the connections with the other students, I will be
forever grateful for the friendships I made during the exchange
program. Each person I met during this experience left a distinct
impression on me and my family that will last a lifetime and
bring us joy each time we think about them. We walked away
from this journey with friends from Australia, Germany, Sweden,
England, Switzerland and beyond.

concept beyond the boundaries of a summer study program.
Tim Bunson and Josh Locket studied in Lucerne, Switzerland,
for an entire semester, and they took along their families for
the adventure. Below are accounts of some of their experiences
from the 2011 fall semester.

A dream come true
by Tim Bunson, Class of 2012
I wanted to study abroad from the time I enrolled at the OU
College of Law. Finally, the opportunity to study in Lucerne,
Switzerland, became available during the first semester of my
third year and I could not pass it up. To get to experience new
cultures and see new parts of the world while studying law from
a unique perspective was, in every sense of the phrase, “an
opportunity of a lifetime.”

The Bunson family, Tim, Gabby and Suzan, stand next to the Lucerne Chapel
Bridge, a foot bridge that spans the Reuss River. It is the oldest wooden covered
bridge in Europe and contains interior paintings dating back to the 17th century.

I commenced my exchange experience with two goals: to

The relationships created were the best thing to come out of the

enhance my legal education with an international perspective

exchange. From friendly dinners to excursions to chocolate and

and build lasting connections with new people from around

cheese factories to sitting in a park sharing a meat and cheese

the world. I achieved both of my goals and more. In addition to

lunch — there will never be another experience like this. We

these achievements, the fact that I was able to include my family

saw a lot of Europe, but many of the encounters that left the

and have them experience different parts of the world for such

greatest impressions were the ones we experienced with friends

an extended time period made the journey that much more

in the beautiful country of Switzerland. A dear friend from

extraordinary.

Australia said it best when she said, “Only on exchange can

Third-year OU Law students Tim Bunson, second from left, and Josh Lockett,
fourth from left, enjoy a bubbling foot soak with fellow exchange students
following a long barefoot nature hike designed to provide a foot massage. As
part of the event welcoming exchange students, the hike (called the Tickle Trail)
was “just painful,” according to Bunson, and “the foot soak felt amazing with
the bubbles.”

an English Premier League football match, with an American,

you be sitting in an Irish Pub in Luzern, Switzerland, watching

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2012/iss1/11

Australians, Swedes, Germans and Canadians.”
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We invited her over for a traditional American dinner and were
captivated by her descriptions of Switzerland. She talked about
the mountains and glacial lakes, a slower pace of life, quick
access to nearby countries by train and, of course, chocolate.
Jennifer offered us a box of Swiss chocolate as thanks for
the evening, and our daughter, Ava, insisted on melting
the chocolates into s’mores. As we stood around the flame
watching the puffy marshmallows caramelize into delicious goo,
Josh and I exchanged a glance. He had a determined gleam in
his eye — a look I hadn’t seen since he decided to attend the
University of Oklahoma College of Law. Within a week, we
applied for our passports and began talking with the study
abroad office on OU’s main campus about our plans to travel to
Switzerland.
On September 12, 2011, Josh flew to Switzerland to begin a
German language course. While his classes would be taught in
English, our everyday interactions would be in Swiss German.
The Bunsons and the Locketts, with Lockett family friend, Cole Randall, stand on
the street below the flats they called their homes for the semester.

On September 22, Ava and I joined him in a land more beautiful
than I ever imagined. Clouds hung low in the mornings, but

The exchange experience and integration into Swiss German

each afternoon the sun would prevail and peek over the Alps,

society was made as seamless and enjoyable as possible, in large

highlighting the crystal-blue snow melt of Lake Lucerne.

part, because of my wonderful mentor and her family. They
gave us some of the most authentic Swiss experiences we had
during our time abroad. They showed us parts of Switzerland
only the locals would know about, and they treated us like
family from the time they picked us up at the airport to the time
they dropped us off.

We quickly adjusted to a lifestyle of walking everywhere. The
entire city of Lucerne is 15.8 square miles. (For comparison
Norman, Oklahoma, is 184.9 square miles.) We traversed the
city daily, walking to the grocery store, tourist shops, farmers
markets, boutiques and the famous Chapel Bridge. Josh walked
to and from school each day. There was no reason to feel guilty

I highly recommend study abroad to all law students. It gives
you an opportunity to study law from a new perspective, lets
you immerse yourself in different cultures and provides you
experiences you will forever remember.

Our path to studying abroad
in Switzerland
By Autumn Lockett, OU Law admissions counselor and wife of
Josh Lockett, Class of 2012
Our decision to study abroad in Lucerne, Switzerland, began
with roasted marshmallows — like so many big life decisions do.
Josh, my husband who is now a 3L, met Jennifer, a law student
from the University of Lucerne, in one of his classes. She was
visiting OU Law for the 2010 fall semester, around the same
time we were beginning to think about studying abroad.
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Josh, holding Ava, and Tim, with Gabby, stand in front of the building where the
men attended class at the University of Lucerne.
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Autumn, Ava and Josh Locket stand at the top of Pilatus, a mountain near Lucerne.

for eating our weight in cheese and chocolate, because we
walked everywhere.
Another aspect of Swiss living that took some adjustment was
the recycling system. While we consider ourselves “green” at
home in Norman, nothing quite prepares you for the Swiss
expectations. They do not kid around about trash. We were
required by law to recycle. If we threw away items that could
have been recycled we would be fined. Paper, cardboard and

mowing, music playing with open windows or large groups of
friends at your house unless all of your neighbors say it’s ok.
At first we laughed about the “Silent Sundays,” but we grew
to love them. The already-slower pace of life ground to a near
stop on Sundays. Stores were closed and people spent time with
family while resting up for the coming week. The gift of lazy
Sundays is at the top of our list of things most-missed about
Switzerland now that we’ve returned home.

compost were collected on our doorstep. We took glass and
aluminum to bins at the park, and all plastic went to another bin
at the grocery store. Ava thought it was great fun to sort the
glass by color and listen for the satisfying crash when the bottle
hit the bottom of the bin.
Glass recycling was not allowed on Sundays, as it was too
noisy. Sundays are quiet by law in Switzerland. No vacuuming,

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2012/iss1/11

S O O N ER L AW Y ER 59

